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The  apple  market  in  Great  Britain  during;  the  first  v^eek  in  February 
^as  steady  on  fruit  arriving  in  barrels,  v-hile  boxed  fruit  shov;ed  a  tend- 
ency to  bring  loy.'er  prices  for  red  varieties  and  higher  prices  for  yellor 
varieties,  according  to  Mr,  Sdv^in  Smith,  the  Departnent  of  ^Agriculture' s 
Fruit  Specialist  in  Uuro-oe.    The  scarcitj'  of  ITevtov^ns  on  the  British  mar- 
kets has  caused  this  variation.     In  the  following  paragra-ohs,  V-x,  Smith 
discusses  various  aspects  of  the  British  apiole  market, 

Ccrapetiticn  from  IJova  Scotia 

The  British  market  this  v/inter  seems  to  be  satisfied  vrith  ar)-ole  sup- 
plies arriving  in  barrels,  so  that  varieties  like  Rome  Beauty  and  winesap 
from  the  Pacific  Uorthv^est  have  been  badly  neglected  a:id  have  shown  very  lo^ 
prices,  which  have  meant  heavy  losses  to  the  o-nerators.     Su-nrilies  from  ITcva 
Scotia  are  arriving  at  the  rate  of  about  40,000  barrels  "per  week.  3xcet)tion- 
al  varieties  like  Golden  Russet  bring  u^)  to  30/-  (37,30)  or  more,  but  large 
Quantities  of  low  grade  IJova  Section  fniit  sell  for  r-rices  below  20/-  (^4.87) 
per  barrel.     Su-nnlies  of  barrels  from  I'ova  Scotia  v/iil  last  through  the  mr-nth 
of  February,  but  from  now  on  they  will  be  restricted  to  varieties  such  as  Ben 
Davis,  Stark  and  ITcmnareil,  which  are  not  good  dessert  varieties*  Further- 
more, since  ITova-    Scotia  does  not  ha^e  cold  storaije  facilities,  the  condition 
of  the  fruit  henceforth  is  likely  to  be  far  iron  satisfactory. 

ShiiDpers  of  barreled  a-nr»les  from  liactern  States  should  always  consider 
the  conoetition  offered  by  II ova  Scotia,  since  a'o-oles  having  poor  color  or 
being  depreciated  by  scald  or  other  defects,  fall  into  the  cooking  class  and 
innediately  corie  into  coripetition  with  low-priced  fruit  from  llova  Scotia, 
much  of  it  selling  as  lov  as  I'x/-  (',)0,4l)  per  barrel. 

Shredded  oiled  7>aT)er  and  scald 

I  have  observed  much  more  scald  on  './est  Virginia  and  Virginia  York 
Imoerials  arriving  in  London  than  I  have  in  Liverpool.     I  cannot  account  for 
this  difference  unless  it  is  due  to  certain  London  shi-os  carrying  fnait  in  a 
Warmer  condition  than  those  going  to  LiverDOol.     Arrivals  in  Liverpool  have 
been  in  excentionally  fine  condition*     I  have  never  seen  them  better  at  this 
time  of  the  y«ar.     So  many  of  the  anules  arriving  without  sliredcled  oiled  -na-oer 
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have  "been  free  from  scald  and  it   is  di-^Ticult  to  detect  any  difference  "be- 
tween these  and  those  packed  ^ith  the  -oaoer.     Last  neek  I  c"bser\^ed  scne  ex- 
ceTjtionally  fine  lots  -oacked  in  jilf^d  paper  and  these  topped  the  market  for 
this  variety,  so  that  it  ^as  a'OT^arent  that  the  fruit  is  not  discrininated 
against  "because  of  the  presence  of  the  parer.     Such  discrimination  ^as  av- 
parent  a  fer^  years  ago. 

After  interviewing:  the  trade  in  London,  Liverpool  and  !Ianchester  on 
this  su"bject,   I  received  a  sumrising  nunber  of  reiDlies  that   it  vas  thought 
that  the  shredded  oiled  Tianer  did  some  good.     These  replies  were  enough  to 
indicate  a  considerable  change  of  nind  tov/ard  the  use  of  this  means  of  scald 
prevention.     The  minority  indicated  that  fruit  rithout  the  paner  would  "bring 
more  money  if  it  vrere  in  just  as  good,  condition  as  that  packed  rith  paper- 

Shippers  are  still  making  the  mistake  of  using  shredded  oiled  t)ar>er 
carelessly.    During  the  February  1  sale  at  Liverpool  sainnles  came  up  marked 
"Shredded  Oiled  Paper",  and  vhen  dumned  into  the  baskets  only  a  mininnira  of 
paper  was  to  be  seen,-  certainly  not  enou.gh  to  have  any  effect  upon  scald 
control.    Packers  using  the  par)er  in  this  manner  are  doing  much  to  prejudice 
the  trade  against  it.     The  object  of  shredded  oiled  paper  is  to  e:r:tend  the 
marketing  season  of  the  York  Imperial  and  other  varieties  subject  to  the 
develoDment  of  scald.     The  attitude  of  the  trade  is  to  stop  buying  a  var- 
iety when  it  begins  to  arrive  in  a  scalded  condition.    Tne  rbject  of  the 
packer  should  be  to  convince  the  trade  that  tliey  can  safely  continue  to  buy 
auples  packed  in  shredded  oiled  paoer  after  apr>les  without  it  are  showing 
considerable  scald.     This  confidence  can  never  be  gained  so  long  as  scalded 
ariples  are  identified  with  pac"Ks  using  paper  and  this  will  be  the  case  so 
long  as  pac^-ers  use  it  carelessly  or  insufficiently. 

Depression  in  bo;;ed  angles 

It  is  verv  strange  to  obser<''e  U.  S-  Comercial  (no  color  reauirement  s) 
York  Inr^erial  apples  selling  as  high  as  34c  / 6  (o8,3^'),  '^hile  at  the  same 
auction  carefully  graded  3xtra  ^ancy  "'inesans  could  not  be  sold  at  11/6 
($2.70).     But  siich  is  the  market  in  Great  Britain  at  the  -nresent  time  (first 
week  in  FebruarjO   and  it  is  not  so  because  IJcrtliWest  ern  apples  are  cut  of 
condition,  because  Rome  -^eauty  and  "^'inesap  varieties  were  never  arriving 
better-     The  reason  lor  this  condition  given  by  the  importers  is  that  the 
retail  trade  is  not  asking  for  boxed  a^^^oles-     There  is  practically  no  mcvcm<»nt 
in  them,  and  they  believe  this  situation  will  prevail  as  long  as  hig'h  class 
barreled  apples  are  to  be  obtained. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  supply  of  attractive  York  Ircperials  will  soon 
be  restricted.     It  will  he  then  that  thr;  retail  trade  will  have  to  stock  cclcr- 
ed  varieties  of  boxed  apoles.    This  should  give  the  trade  some  impetus  and, 
providing  supplies  are  not  excessive,  values  should  more  nearly  an''">roach  an 
fcouivalent  of  those  in  American  markets. 
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Pros'^ective  su-m:)lios  fron  tlie  Soxithern  Kerds"oLere 


Uhe  ex-nortable  surolus  of  Aiietn.liazi  arid  ITev'  Zealand  airnles  is 
eBtimp.ted  by  the  3ritisli  Bnpire  I'.arlceting  Board  at  3,610,000  cases  for 
1928  as  conpared  Trith  actual  shipnents  of  1,397,000  boxes  in  1927  and 
3,727,000  "boxes  in  1926,    IJunerous  reT)orts  have  been  received  that  the 
aople  crops  of  these  countries  are  from  two  to  three  v:'eeks  earlier  than 
nornal.     The  first  shipments  fron  Tasmania  are  expected  to  sail  on  Febru- 
ary 18tL.    Last  year  the  first  shipments  sailed  Ilarch  7th  (sailing  tine 
about  40  days),     ''est  Australia  is  an  earlier  shi-o-oer  than  Tasmania,  but, 
ovring  to  a  very  light  crop,  rill  not  be  a  factor  of  consequence  this  year. 
The  ap'nle  districts  in  the  north  of  ITer  ■Zealand  are  also  earlier  than 
Tasmania.     The  first  shipment  of  ITev  Zealand  anples  v'as  scheduled  fcr  the 
third  Week  in  February.     Tasmania,  hoT"ever,  furnishes  the  heavy  sup-nlies 
and  is  the  one  district  to  be  counted  imon  for  funrihsing  suT)t)lies  of  lor- 
priced  aT)-nles.     If  Tasmanian.  .aT)r)les  carrj-  vrell  this  year,  American  apples 
^^ill  encounter  strong  competition  in  Soropean  markets  after  Anril  15th, 
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